
  Dwarf  Percher. 
Diplacodes pumila 

Black Percher 
Diplacodes lefebvrii 

Size   Variable in population 

Head Face Black or yellow Glossy Black; 

Eyes  Above dark brown, below light brown Deep purplish black 

Thorax Mesepisternum Rufus, contrasting with the sides of 
the thorax 

Yellowish, like the side of the thorax     

 Pruinose Thorax and dorsal (base) part of 
abdomen (partial) light grey pruinose 

Thorax and abdomin dull black 

Abdomen  Slender, with dark dorsal and ventral 
bands, and broken, yellowish side 
band, giving way to major black at 
abdominal tip. S1-3 lightly 
pruinescent with age, the abdomen 
can become very dark, almost 
blackish 

All black, although superior appendages 
whitish, darkening with age 

 S8 S8 has a pale streak more thanhalf 
as long as segment 

S8 has (mostly) adistinct pale spot about 
half as long as segment 

 S9 S9 with light spot or streak.  S9 completetly black or with indistinct 
pale spot 

 S10 S10 may have a pale spot S10 Black  

   Old male abdomen black without pale 
markings 

Wings  About 7.5 antenodal crossveins  
Last antenodal crossvein incomplete  
Discoidal cell narrow and wedge-like  
Discoidal field starts with two cells 
and almost parallel. 

About 7.5 antenodal crossveins  
Last antenodal crossvein incomplete  
Discoidal cell narrow and wedge-like  
Discoidal field starts with two cells and 
almost parallel. 

  Clear, with faint yellowish smoky 
patch at base of hindwing. 

Very clear, with small amber patch at 
base of hindwing. 

 Hindwing 15-20 mm, (< 20 mm) 20-28 mm; > 20 mm 

 Patch at Hindwing 
wing base   

Faint basal yellowish patch or 
sometimes not visible. 

Often with dark brown to blackish spots. 

 Pterostigmas Pale yellow between dark brown 
veins 2,0-2,5 mm;  

Light to mid greyish brown, with a dark 
brown front margin and thick, black veins. 
3-4,0 mm; 

 Near the Pterostigmas  Always clear near pt Males (may) have brown tinge near pt 

Gentalia     

 Hamulus Hamule swept back 
Hook of hamulus long 

Hamule swept back and overlapping 
genital lobe 
Hook of hamulus short 

  Epiproct and undeside of cerci largly 
dark. Tip of epiproct usually closer to 
the ventral angle of the tip of cerci. 

 

In lateral view more than 2x as long as it 
is high, 
Lateral lobes are small and clear, about 
half as high as apex 

  Apical lobe of penis is short and 
therefore not visible 
 

Terminal segment of penis in ventral view 
about the same breadth of hamule  
The apical lobes usually extend far 
beyond the apex when relaxed, enclose 
cornua and visible as a white mass 
between the bases of the genital lobes in 
the ventral view 

   superior appendages contrastingly white 
but darkening with age 
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